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Sessional teachers organize 
by Rob Guzyk 
Angry sessionals at 
Douglas College have e-
lected a new chairperson to 
spearhead the Ad-hoc Ses-
sional Action Committee. 
Isabella Donn was e-
lected chairperson of the 
year and a half old com-
mittee and stated the com-
mittee will have to become 
more political. 
" We have to organize 
sessionals to get to the 
meeting so they become po-
litically aware of the situa-
tion," Donn said . 
" We have to get the 
committee organized so 
that sessionals have a pro-
per voice," she said. 
Concern at the ses-
sionals ' meeting dealt with 
the ratio of sessionals to 
full-time faculty . At the 
present time there is an 
equal number of sessionals 
working fulltime as there is 
fulltime staff . 
According to past presi-
dent Maureen Shaw Doug-
las College relies on more 
sessionals than any other 
college in B.C. 
Sessional instructor Cary 
Peterson, who was elected 
co-chairperson said organi-
zing sessionals is a good 
idea that will benefit ses-
sionals. 
"There is the reality of 
the college splitting (into 
separate colleges) which 
would resolve the sessional 
problem," Petersen said. 
Sessionals do not receive 
the same benefits as full-
time staff and do not have 
job security . , 
" There are no provisions 
for professional develop-
ment, no adequate holiday 
pay, and no incentive for 
long range plans," Shaw 
said . "You don't have an 
office and you have to meet 
a lot of students on the run, 
although this is partially 
due to the fact there are 
many campuses." 
Faculty Association Pre-
sident Ann Frost, sympa-
thizes with the sessionals. 
"I think we were cer-
tainly not successful in 
negotiating salaries for the 
sessionals," she said . 
''There was no the 
association was pleased 
with the ratio of sessionals 
to fulltime staff ." 
At Capilano College in 
North Vancouver sessionals 
have the same benefits and 
salaries as fulltime staff. 
"At Capilano College, 
the fulltime staff took cuts 
so that the sessionals' ben-
efits could be raised," 
Frost siad, but she doubts 
the faculty could afford to 
do it here . 
"It's hard to ask the fa-
culty to take wage cuts 
when they are already 2-3 
years behind inflation," 
Frost said . "The college 
administration argument is 
that the sessionals offer 
flexibility in terms of enroll-
ment." 
Interim president Reg 
Pridham stated sessionals 
are essential to a com-
munity college. He also 
stated sessionals are re-
lated to the response of 
student demand. 
" If demand shifts then 
we have to change our 
course," he said . Pridham 
also said the college does 
all it can do to give the 
sessional a liveable wage . 
"If a sessional has four 
three credit courses they 
don't have work during the 
four months that they are 
employed." 
"We need a capacity to 
offer courses on a semester 
basis," he said, and added 
that "flexibility" is 
needed . 
Students at Coquitlam 
locked out 
by carpenters pickets 
by Dan Hilborn and 
Rob Guzyk 
Approximately 250 stu-
dents were locked out of 
their classes at Douglas 
College when local 1251 of 
the Carpenters' Union, 
member of the B.C. Fede-
ration of Labour, set up 
pickets at Coquitlam Cam-
pus, Thursday morning. 
Tom Baker, local 1251 
representative, said that 
the pickets would stay up as 
long as the non-union con-
tractors hired to do reno-
vations by the college re-
main on the site. 
" The pickets are ille-
gal, " said both Ann Kit-
ching, Coquitlam principal 
and Reg Pridham , interim 
principal of the college . 
As a result of the pickets 
the B.C.F.L. released a bul-
letin saying they must now 
"seriously reconsider the 
role we have been trying to 
adapt with the Ministry of 
Education.'' 
We must "take a more 
active and direct role in 
school board elections to 
"ensure people who are pre-
pared to act cooperatively 
with us," the bulletin also 
said . 
Baker stated that the 
administration had hired 
union workers before, from 
the BCCEU and CUPE, and 
they should have also hired 
union contractors . 
Look on the bright side of life says students at pu 
Kitching said that the 
contractors , Hii-Ron Con-
struction Ltd ., were hi red 
after bids were received 
from tender, including bids 
The college had to post-
pone classes both Thursday 
and Friday, as well as relo-
cate the staff, but John 
Slatterly, campus vice-
principal, does not think 
the picket lines will stay up 
much longer. 
from union firms. 
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Canadian university has re-
ported a high failure rate in 
a literacy test for first year 
students. 
Only 55 percent of stu-
dents writing the UBC Eng-
lish Christmas exam 
passed, despite a move by 
the university to make stu-
dents work harder at Eng-
I ish. 
The University of Alberta 
recently reported that more 
than SO percent of its first 
year students failed a vo-
luntary test of their written 
English . 
The UBC English depart-
ment phased out a free 
remedial English program 
last September to encou-
rage hrgh school students mandated to hire only 
~o becom~ more fompett~nt union personnel, the buil-
ln Engl~sh _be ore_ ey ding trades council, an arm 
reach unrv~rsrty, s1~ 1 ~ ~c';Q of the B.C. Federation of dre~ Parkm, Eng rs Labour, insists on main-
chaFrr. th t th taining the student lockout 
or e pas ree years .1 · h h I b f UBC f t untr ert er t e contractors arge num_ ers 0 rrs are relieved by union con-
year . Englrsh stu~ents have tractors or the Labour Re-
consrstently farled the lations Board hands down a 
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Christmas exam. 
''The fact that so many 
have failed in the past 
shows that many have come 
without the necessary pre-
par~tion," he said. 
But Parkin expects the 
end of term pass rate to 
reach the usual 80 to 85 per 
cent. "I think another term 
of practice makes them 
realize that clear precise 
writing is what they (the 
students) need," he said. 
Parkin said the composi-
tion exam tests only basic 
reading and writing skills. 
"Students in high school 
are now trying to acquire 
those skills," he said. 
He said that it is impor-
tant that the English de-
ROYAL 
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Ahead 521-5710 
partment is no longer 
teaching high school Eng-
lish and he hopes the exam 
results will serve as an in-
centive for high school stu-
dents to work harder. 
The Other Press 
n 1978- nts 
attended free remedial 
English classes offered by 
the university in contrast to 
200 enrolled in this year's 
course where students have 
to pay. 
Youth Employment 
Program on campus 
by Pat Worthington skills which will assist them 
A member of the Pro- in entering the work force 
vincial Government Youth and to contribute to the 
Employment Program social and economic deve-
handed out applications for lopment of the Province 
provincial work to Douglas creating employment op-
College students last Tues- portunities. 
day, February 4, on the Last year there were 
New Westminster Campus. 30,000 applicants for pro-
Steve Guthrie, a provin- vincial work across B.C. 
cial government worker, and of those only 2500 were 
reported that offices would awarded jobs. 
be set up in Surrey, Feb-
ruary 11, Coquitlam, Feb-
ruary 14, and in Richmond, 
February 18. 
Prospective applicants 
have a wide number of 
ministries to choose from 
including the Ministry of 
Fisheries, Ministry of 
Highways, hospitals, parks 
and others. 
The aims of the program 
are not just to provide work 
but to provide youth with 
nnnnr·t-o nities to 
The rates of pay do not 
vary to the job but varies 
solely according to the 
amount of education the 
applicant has, according to 
Guthrie . For the youth with 
less than 2 years of post-
secondary education the 
rate of pay is $4.15, for 
more than 2 years of edu-
cation the rate is $4.50, and 
for one or more years of 
post-graduate education, 
$5.00. 
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Inflation estimates await 
final approval 
by Brenda Gough 
Negotiations for an infla-
tion estimate within the 
next three years of con-
struction of the New West-
minster campus arre waiting 
for final approval. 
Principal Bill Day said 
that the estimation first 
must be approved by the 
college board, and then by 
Victoria. 
It's an easy process, and 
the final approval shouldn't 
be long," said Day. 
The users groups are also 
at work, going over rough 
drawings and suggesting 
ideas. 
Architects have approved 
specific details, location, 
and space needed, sug-
gested by Ann Frost, head 
of the users committee. 
"J'm delighted with what 
they have offered, it's spa-
cious and convenient," said 
Frost. 
The final blue prints are 
being reviewed and are 
progressing well. 
''I must say things are 
going along very well," 
Day said. 
Bad weather 
causes enrollment drop 
by Kathy Riley 
If your classes seem 
smaller this semester, it's 
because enrollment at 
Douglas College has 
dropped by 2.18 percent. 
Bad weather conditions 
are to blame, according to 
Ken Battersby, Surrey 
Campus ' Acting Director of 
Admissions and Records . 
Heavy . snowfall seems to 
have discouraged prospec-
tive students from regis-
tering . 
Of the 5600 who did turn 
up, approximately 1100 
were new students . 
Battersby refused to give 
information of students per 
campus, as he feels the 
figures are vague and 
squabbles could arise over 
campus budgets . He 
stressed the point that all 
figures are estimates only. 
Figures indicate that 
about 2,000 students are 
enrolled in University 
transfer programs, with 
about 1,800 in occupational 
programs and 1,600 in Ge-
neral Study programs . 
The decline is not an un-
expected one as Spring re-
gistration is traditionally 
lower than for Fall. 
Legalize 
• • lllariJuana says 
Leth.bridge candidate 
flavoured. 
Wine dipped. 
~kofColts 
alongwt~ the beer. 
LETHBRIDGE [CUP]-A association . 
marijuana marketing board It is important to end the 
to insure a safe legal supply criminal element in the 
of the drug is what Peter marijuana trade, worth a 
Jones wants out of politics. billion dollars a year in 
Jones is running the Canada, says Jones. "The 
federal election in Southern only way to do that is to 
Alberta's Lethbridge-Foot- legalize it . It's like the pro-
hills riding on a one plank hibition of alcohol, it just 
I f I I. · doesn ' t work. " p at orm : ega 1ze man-
juana. The only victims of mari-
With a shaven head and juana use are those who 
a beard halfway down his happen to run afoul of the 
chest the 37-year-old coal- law, says Jones. The more 
miner from the Crowsnest than 200,000 Canadians 
Pass is quite a contrast to with criminal records for 
other candidates in the marijuana possession have 
Conservative stronghold . been unjustly treated, he 
riding. But Jones thinks he maintains . 
will do well. "I'm the "I was lucky, I started 
choice for people turned off young," says Jones, who 
by politics, for people who says he hasn't felt any ill 
don't usually vote." effects from smoking the 
"We should grow it in weed for over 20 years. 
Canada, for Canadian con-
sumption," says Jones, 
who believes one Canadian 
in eight regularly smokes 
marijuana . "It would make 
an ideal cash crop." 
However, that doesn't 
mean a Petrocan company, 
said Jones. He would pre-
fer an independent growers 
But Jones isn't smoking 
much during the campaign: 
"I've had to give it up for 
the time being, just to be on 
the safe side," he said. 
He's been stopped by the 
RCMP several times since 
the start of the campaign 
but "They've been polite." 
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Amendments atAGM, Feb. 28 
by Dan Hilborn 
The Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) of the 
Douglas College student 
society will take place 
Thursday, Feb . 28 at 21 :30 
in the New Westminster 
campus cafeteria. 
Les Brett, president of 
the society, said that there 
are 13 amendments to be 
introduced at the meeting 
but added that the most 
important one may concern 
the Other Press . 
The student newspaper 
is hoping to pass an amend-
ment which would give 
them an additional five 
percent of the student so-
ciety budget, which accor-
ding to Other Press busi-
ness manager, Dave Hayer, 
will enable the paper to 
keep afloat. 
Also to be included in the 
meeting is an auditors' re-
port which will be presen-
ted by society treasure, 
Carolyn Steinson . 
Steinson also released a 
revised budget for this 
semester this week . 
Due to constitutional by-
law, amendments passed 
by the Special General 
Meeting this fall, the 
spring budget passed by 
council and published in 
last week' s Other Press, 
has been declared uncon-
stitutional . 
A new budget has been 
drawn up and will go to 
Multi-campus Council on 
Monday, Feb . 18. 
The proposed budget is : 
Office 
strationn 
The Other Press 
Services 
Activities 
Conference 
Contingency 
Richmond 
Surrey 
Clubs and 
Admini-
$10,000 
9,250 
4,500 
4,500 
2,000 
3,050 
1,100 
1,100 
Associations . 1,100 
Langley, Maple 
Ridge, Agnes St. 
and Newton 500 
New Westminster 0 
Coquitlam 0 
Neither New Westmin-
ster nor Coquitlam campus 
may receive student society 
money until they have re-
presentation on the student 
society. 
Iranian·students do not 
rate special privileges 
according to 
UBC govenors 
VANCOUVER [CUP]- The 
University of British Co-
lumbia's board of gover-
nors is refusing to make 
any special provisions for 
Iranian students who want 
to transfer to UBC from 
U.S. universities. 
The board defeated a 
motion Feb. 5 to refer a 
letter requesting the spe-
cial provisions to senate 
(which sets admission stan-
dards). Student board 
member John Pellizzon 
said he proposed the mo-
tion so senate could be 
made aware of the concerns 
expressed in a letter from 
Simon Fraser University's 
Student Society. 
The SFU Student Society 
letter requested special 
provision be made so Iran-
ian students suffering har-
rassment in the U.S. could 
study in Canada and 
charged that UBC had ac-
tively discouraged Iranians 
from attending the univer-
sity. 
But UBC administration 
president Doug Kenny said 
that Iranian students have 
been treated like any other 
foreign students studying 
in the U.S. He said UBC's 
policy is to disallow foreign 
students to transfer from 
the U.S. until they com-
plete their studies there. 
"And Iranian students 
who are bonafide students 
are not being hassled in the 
U.S. I don't think they (the 
authors of the letter) are 
talking about students," he 
said . 
SFU student society pre-
sident Bill Goodacre said 
Feb. 6 the UBC Board's 
response was not sur-
prising and repeated his 
charge that the university 
has discouraged Iranian 
students from registering 
at UBC. "If that's not 
discouraging people from 
applying, I don ' t know what 
it, " he said . 
Goodacre said UBC's in-
sistence on · enforcing its 
regulations strictly " is 
more than just a passing 
bureaucratic situation .'' 
The decision is yet ano-
ther form of harassing Ira-
nian students, he said. 
But Goodacre said he will 
not send a letter to the 
senate but added that the 
SFU student society exter-
nal affairs officer will send 
a further lette.r protest to 
Kenny later this month . He 
said he did not send a letter 
to the SFU administration 
becau'se it had not discou-
raged Iranian students 
from applying for transfer. 
'All right I'll play the Osmonds-everyone likes them ' 
says DC disc jockey. ' 
Apathy attacks students 
by Rob Campbell 
Perhaps you've noticed 
the posters in the various 
cafeterias and hallways of 
Douglas College offering to 
students an opportunity to 
participate in the actual 
functioning of the student 
society. 
Unfortunately, as wit-
nessed by the response the 
society has received, there 
is a growing amount of 
apathy in the student body. 
What is needed for New 
Westminster, Coquitlam, 
and several other campuses 
are five students per cam-
pus to act as student re-
presentatives . 
At the present time, New 
Westminster and Coquit-
lam are operating with no 
student reps . This situation 
is not allowing students full 
access to the student so-
ciety . 
Widespread student ap-
athy is not, however con-
tained to just stude~t so-
ciety business . 
Pubs, tournaments, and 
dances being affected by a 
lack of student participa-
tion. 
For the position of stu-
dent rep the student society 
is looking for people who 
are willing to serve as a go-
between for students and 
society members. 
''There's more work in-
volved but they don't have 
to give up their life to being 
a rep," said Hallgate. 
For those interested in 
participating in the deci-
sion-making process of stu-
dents by students and for 
students, stick your head 
into any of the student 
society offices. 
They'll be glad to help 
you. 
:·Garden Centre 
If you are presently em-
ployed, or seeking employ-
ment, in a garden centre, 
Douglas College has a 
course that may interest 
you. 
The College is offering a 
four-evening training 
course for garden centre 
retail clerks, on the Langley 
Campus, starting February 
19. 
The course has been de-
signed to teach garden 
centre personnel how to 
give etfective customer ser-
vice, and includes instruc-
tion in horticultural skills, 
plants and products on the 
market and offers solutions 
to common garden prob-
lems . 
Classes will be held from 
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Cost is 
$30. 
For further information 
contact the Langley Cam-
pus at 530-5138 or Admis-
sions at 588-6404. 
CAMPUS REPS WANTED 
Earn extra money 
by introducing 
the GRAD CREDIKIT 
SERVICE to your 
fellow graduating 
students. No 
ACTUAL SELLING; 
NO INVENTORIES 
SUPPLY KIT PRO-
VIDED; EXCELLENT 
REMUNERATION . 
Contact: 
H. Hoff 
GRAD CREDIKIT 
SERVICES 
516 Eglington Ave. E. 
Toronto, Ont. 
M4P 1N6 
Phone 481-5637 
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At Douglas College a very interesting situation 
exists . 
Almost half of the employed instructors at Douglas 
College are hired part time and are called sessionals . 
The role of the sessional was created for people who 
had special skills in industry that could bring their skills 
to Douglas . · 
Unfortunately Douglas College has more sessionals 
than any other college in B.C., which in itself is not 
unusual , because Douglas College serves approxi-
mately one third of the population of B.C. What is 
unusual is that a lot of the sessionals teach academic 
courses on a full time basis, without the salaries and 
benefits of fulltime staff. 
This is a precarious situation. 
Sessionals who teach full-time on Jess than full-time 
wages do not have job security nor do they have the 
same benefits of full time staff. In fact several suffer 
morale problems because the coliege is not offering an 
incentive for career advancement. 
Imagine what it would be like to work five or six 
years- steady, without vacation or the same benefits as 
fulltime employees. It's not comfortable. 
The Faculty Association is two to three years behind 
inflation and this worsens the plight of sessionals. In 
some instances, as at Capitano College in North 
Vancouver full time faculty members have sacrificed 
wage increases for the benefit of sessionals. This would 
be extremely unlikely at Douglas College. 
The problem of sessionals at Douglas is important, 
because it does affect students. Although Douglas 
College is a multi-campus institute and many 
instructors have offices on only one campus, sessionals 
often do not have an office to work in. For students this 
means that spending time with an instructor is at best 
difficult or impossible. Often sessionals will have a 
class on the New Westminster campus and are due in 
another campus, such as Richmond, on the same day . 
The problems of sessionals will not be solved over 
night. It will take considerably time before sessionals 
wi II have security and receive the same salaries as 
full-time faculty instructors. But the most important 
factor is the students . If students enrolled in academic 
courses do not or can not spend time with their 
instructors, the quality of education could be affected . 
And if the quality of education is affected, it affects 
everyone. 
Apathy at Douglas College? Nonsense, perhaps? 
Not really. When an organization like the student 
society cannot spend the money allocated for students 
because there are no representatives som~thing is 
wrong . 
Before you roll over and fall asleep, remember it's 
your money they · are not spending. Become involved 
with the student society. They need your help and if 
you're not careful you could learn how Douglas College 
really operates . 
Several positions are begging to be filled and they 
could be satisfying to any student who wants to get his 
teeth into the decision-making process. 
And besides that, it looks good on a resume. 
Ask Tom Styffe. 
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UNIVERSITY MAY START REMEDIAL ENGLISH 
CLASSES FOR ILLITERATE STUDENTs· 
Perspectives---
"This isn't going to 
work," said Dan Hilborn to 
his trusting accomplice Rob 
Guzyk. ''There's no way we 
can get the staff to hand in 
their stories on time." 
Guzyk who just an-
nounced the winners of the 
Roger Sullens look-a-like 
contest disagreed . "You're 
wrong Dan-you crazy guy. 
We merely threaten to 
scrawl obscenities on their 
underwear or other, equally 
unpleasant things . Hey, 
I'm just kidding! I love ya, 
get out of here." 
Meanwhile ·rock writer 
Duane Rockerbie was rock-
ing his. way to Memphis 
Tennessee to catch a 
glimpse of Elvis' grave . 
"I really like the man," 
said Rockerbie. "I love all 
his songs like Pump it Up, 
Red Shoes, and Watching 
the Detectives. It's the way 
rock and roll should be 
played." 
Before he could complete 
his. lecture on rock socio-
logy, Rob Campbell inter-
jected saying, "Duane, you 
fool, the Elvis in Memphis 
is Presley, not Costello." 
This put an end to 
Duane's trip. 
I In the back of the news room Brenda Gough could be heard yelling and 
screaming . "It's alive, it's 
alive," she yelled, pointing 
to an X-acto knife. The 
knife which was lying on 
· the floor was obviously an 
inanimate object. Brenda 
was hallucinating from a 
lack of sleep. 
Pat Worthington was late 
as usual. And as usual he 
was hungover. 
"I'm soooo hung over," 
he said . Of course no one 
believed him and he quietly 
rolled back to sleep. What 
he didn't realize was that 
the staff had put molasses 
and cornflakes in his revol-
ving round water bed. At 
the same time the radio 
played another army 
"there's no life like it" ad, 
and when Pat found ot.tt 
women were being con-
scripted, he promptly got 
up and left. 
Money. That's what 
Dave Hayer had on his 
mind, and that was his job, 
getting money. "Hmmm, it 
looks like we're a bit short 
here, I'll have to find 
alternative ways of obtain-
ing funds . How does every-
one feel about working part 
time at MacDonalds?" 
"I don't know you, but I 
have absolutely no inten-
tion of working there," said 
new-comer Dave King . 
"I'm not going to work in 
place that uses munchkins 
in their commercials . They 
bug me. 
Andrea Lloyd quickly in-
terrupted and offered a 
suggestion for obtaining 
money. "What we need are 
mord ads, something that 
wil bring us revenue. I 
suggest we run more ads on 
Elvis Presley, he seems 
fairly popular." 
With that statement 
Duane Rockerbie was up 
and about shouting "You 
fool Elvis is dead!" 
"Yeah, we know," 
grumbled Dan. "But he 
still lives in a metaphysical 
sense." 
At this remark Kathy 
Riley propped up and- re-
cited some John Donne 
poetry whereupon Rob 
Campbell said, "If death be 
not proud, why am I afraid 
· to go?" 
Kathy quickly stopped 
and switched over to some 
Johnny Rotten. This 
pleased Rob . 
In the office someone had 
brought a television set and 
was forcing the staff to 
watch an eight hour An-
nette Funicello film festi-
val. The staff decided that 
it was culturally more sti-
mulating than Charlies' 
Angels but not that sti-
mulating . 
"This film festival is de-
grading to women and 
sheds a bad light on beach 
movies," cried Andrea. 
"We kno,w," said Pat. 
"But the only other thing 
on is a special news feature 
about some Iranians hold-
ing hostages, and who 
would want to watch that?" 
With that Rob and Dan 
started to bang their re-
spective heads against the 
closet wall and pogoed their 
way to the Smiling Budha. 
·. 
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Instructor says thanks 
Dear Editors: 
Thank you for interview-
ing me last week on an 
issue which I consider most 
important for the future of 
our College . Keep up the 
good work! Concerning cri-
ticism of instructors by 
students, I am all in favour 
and I have been waiting for 
years for the appearance of 
a frank Anti-Calendar. 
However, I feel that good 
taste would be best served 
if the discussion dealt with 
the class room, and that 
criticism would be more 
valuable if it came from a 
student who finished a 
course and received a credit 
rather than from someone 
who dropped out before the 
end . 
George Porges 
History /Political Science 
Other Press misspelS 
Editors: 
I would suggest to you 
that you should never take 
it for granted that some-
thing printed is immedi-
ately "correct" -spelling 
or otherwise . And before 
you have such large head-
lines as on page 8 of your 
February 4th edition, make 
sure of the spelling when 
a word is unknown to you! 
It is embarrassing to find 
that sort of carelessness in 
a college newspaper. 
I am sending this to you 
in duplicate so Mr. Phil 
Hurcomb may benefit from 
my careful reading as 
well*, provided of course, 
that it was misspelled in the 
manuscript you copied it 
from . 
Helen Zoellmer 
Modern Languages 
*by mailing it, since I don't 
have the address. 
page five 
:W auld you cr.oss a picket line at DC'? 
Colleen ~1cLeod No, I wouldn't. It's a 
"* 
theoretical question,~ 
but from what I 
understand they ~re 
dbirig it for a good 
reason 
Brian Kruger 
Yes I would, 
with as much 
force as 
possible.' 
Marco 
Vanwermeskerken 
I didn't think so. 
They don't have 
to threaten me 
to keep me away 
from college. 
This page of The Other Press is reserved solely for the 
purpose of correspondence and opinion. The views 
expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of 
this newspaper. 
All letters and opinions much be typed at a·60-stroke line, 
double-spaced and must bear the name of the writer for 
reasons of validity. Submissions which are not signed will 
not be published. Letters "should be no more than 200 
words in length and opinion pieces should either be 450 or 
900 words in length due to space and layout requirements. 
We reserve the right to edit all letters and opinions for 
clarity and libel. Letters and opinions longer than 
specified will be edited to size. 
Deadline for submissions is 4 p.m. Tuesday. 
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Monopoly: The Th.o 
Lord Kennneth Thomson The sight of a hard-hit-ting corporate expose in 
your daily newspaper is as 
rare as the politician who 
keeps a promise . 
centrated . 
The Thomson newspaoer 
chain is a good t:Mmple 
owns fifty one newspapers 
It' s not that corporations 
don ' t make scandalous de-
cisions adversely affecting 
people' s lives . 
Like a starving wolf in a 
pit of rabbits, British Lord 
and multi-millionaire Ken-
neth Thomson has de-
voured fifty-one papers in 
Canada' s publishing hutch . in Canada 
Written by 
They do . Thomson's latest $165 
million takeover of F .P. 
Publications netted him 
another eight daily news-
papers including the prest-
igous Toronto Globe and 
Mail. 
The acquisition was fi-
Mike McEvo·y of the Uniter 
Muckrakine journals like 
Mother jones , which rely 
on donations from sub-
scribers to survive, have 
exposed corporate corrup-
t ion regularly . Revelations 
about the deadly Ford Pin-
to, and a company whose 
distrjbution of defective nanced largely by profits 
from his North Sea oil 
investments. (These same 
revenues also helped 
Thomson buy out the Hud-
son' s Bay, Zellers and Sim-
psons Sears department 
stores last year). 
contraceptive devices 
and vice-president elect of 
caused several deaths are 
but a few examples . 
But daily newspapers 
generally choose not to 
track down these stories 
themselves, mainly be-
cause they depend on cor-
porate advertizing revenue 
to make a profit. 
Canadian 
University Press. As such, newspapers are themselves corporations; 
corporations growing larger 
and becoming more con-
But ~ not a whimper of 
protest was heard from 
Canada's communications 
establishment. No one 
suggested that this might 
represent ·too much control 
over the media by too few 
THE THOMSON COLLECTION 
Thompson Newspapers 
Ltd ., (Toronto)-Founded 
by Canadian-born Lord 
Thomson of Fleet. Chair-
man and principal owner is 
son K.R. Thomson who 
lives in Canada and is also 
joint chairman , Interna-
tional Thomson Organiza-
tion. The latter' s interests 
include The Times and Sun-
days Times London . 
Company specializes in 
small circulation dailies . 
Also owns 71 newspapers 
in the U.S. through sub-
sidiary Thomson News-
papers Inc . 
Dailies : 
Barrie Examiner 
Bellevi lie I ntell igencer 
Brampton Daily Times 
Cambridge Daily Reporter 
Charlottetown Guardian 
Charlottetown Evening 
Patriot 
Chatham Daily News 
Corner Brook Western Star 
Cornwall Standard-Free-
holder 
Guelph Daily Mercury 
Kamloops Daily Sentinel 
Kelowna Daily Courier 
Kirkland Lake Northern 
Daily News 
Moose Jaw Times-Herald 
Nanaimo Daily Free Press 
New Glasgow Evening 
News 
Niagara Falls Review 
Orillia Daily Packet & 
Times 
From the Financial Post , 
Oshawa Times Columbia. Holds 3% of the 
Pembroke Observer class A shares of Selkirk 
Penticton Herald Holdings Ltd . 
Peterborough Examiner Daily newspapers : 
Prince Albert Daily Herald Calgary Albertan 
St . John's Evening Tele- Lethbrldge Herald 
gram Montreal Star ' 
St. Thomas Times-Journal Ottawa Journal 
Sarnia Observer Toronto Globe & Mail 
Simcoe Reformer Vancouver Sun 
Sudbury Star Victoria Daily Colonist 
Sydney Cape Breton Post Victoria Daily Times 
Thunder Bay Times-News/ Winnipeg Free Press 
Chronicle-Journal 
Timmins Daily Press 
Truro Daily News 
Vernon Daily News 
Weiland Evening Tribune 
Woodstock Daily Sentinel-
Review 
Weeklies : 
Bathurst Northern Light 
F.P. Publications Ltd ., To-
ronto . Private Company. 
Owners : John W. Sitton 
estate 22 .5%; Bell Foun-
dation 22 .5%; Newsco In-
vestments Ltd . (Holding 
company for the Webster 
family) 22 .5%; R.S. Ma-
lone 7.5%; Starlaw Invest-
ments 25% . 
Malone, chairman of F.P. 
Publications was formerly 
publisher of the Toronto 
Globe and Mail. Webster 
and Starlaw investments 
have extensive business in-
terests outside publishing . 
Owns daily newspapers in 
Quebec, Ontario, Mani-
toba, Alberta and British 
Weekly: 
Free Press Weekly Report 
on Farmin, Weekend Ma-
gazine . 
Job Printing : 
Montreal Standard Ltd . 
Ronalds Federated Ltd . 
(51 .6% ) 
Subsidiaries 
owned): 
(wholly 
F.P. Publications (Wes-
tern) Ltd ., 
F.P. Publications (Eastern) 
Ltd . 
Collingwood 
Bulletin 
Enterprise 
Dunnville Chronicle 
Elliott Lake Standard 
Georgetown Herald 
Hanover Post 
Leamington Post 
Yorkton Enterprise 
Tri-weekly: 
Trenton Trentonian & Tri-
County news 
Semi-Weeklies 
Midland Free Press 
Orangevill Banner 
Swift Current Sun 
Lord Kenneth Thomson 
including the Vancou 
Victoria Daily Times 
people . 
Globe and Mail publisher 
Roy Megarry said the 
changing of the guard "au-
gers well" for the paper. 
Likewise, Winnipeg Free 
Press boss Don Nichol said 
the takeover coup would be 
"beneficial" for his paper. 
But what does the future 
hold for the new Thomson 
aquisitions? 
The British magnate has 
notorious reputation for 
transforming reputable 
community newspapers in-
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on Newspaper Chain 
Even the comics and 
features were packaged in 
Toronto and sent out to 
publishers, he said adding 
that if a publisher wanted 
to run a feature from out-
side the package he would 
be bluntly asked; "How 
many new readers will it 
add?" 
Lamb spent over twenty 
years at the Thomson 
owned Orillia Packet and 
but when it became clear 
Lamb's associates were 
serious about the move he 
resigned . 
Penny-pinching efforts 
extended to other quarters 
as well. 
Legend has it that at 
one Thomson plant, women 
workers were told to use 
less toilet paper in a bid to 
cut costs . 
particularly true of Thom-
son . 
"Newspapers are pulling 
the maximum out of their 
communities and giving the 
minimum in return ," it 
says , "this is what, in 
contempory parlance is 
called a rip-off ." 
In short, newspaper pro-
fits are growing enormous-
lishers to their newspapers 
has been an "odd compund 
of patrician responsibility 
and estate planning "to 
quote a recent story in the 
Globe and Mail. "While 
the previous owners saw 
their paper as a good 
investment they were also 
proud of their quality and 
opposed and kind of editor-
ial interference," the story 
said. 
concerned with Excellence ... In 1979he 
Ottawa Journal 
~t (§lobt. unb iltoil 
Winnipeg Free Press ' 
.:mreport on m~ p. 
T~QvOh:~ · ~ Q~ Ltthbridge Herald 
~hr \nnrouPrr .Sun 
~irigrin ~imtlS 
lbt Jail» • ~olotdfi. 
F.P. Publications Limited 
increased 
his profits 
to S5'6 
million 
The chain which scored 
increasing profits and 
expansion until 197.2, is 
now suffering financial 
woes . The last decade has 
brought F. P. no further 
aquisitions and profits have 
been declining steadily. 
In 1978 and 1979, three 
F.P. papers, the Ottawa 
journal, the Montreal Star 
and the Vancouver Sun 
were all hit with labour 
walkouts . While the Sun 
r------------~;....----------------------.land the journal continued 
Canadian newspapers 
Daily Colonist, the 
and Mail. 
to what critics have called 
" Thomson clones ." The 
papers are stripped of their 
individual face and are 
made look-a-likes of dozens 
of journals in Thomson ' s 
expanding chain . 
" By 1971, Thomson 
newspapers were almost 
interchangeable; one had to 
read the mast head banners 
to tell them apart," says 
James Lamb in his recent 
hook . Press Gang : 
Post War life n the World 
of Canadian Newpapers . 
Times and says that most of 
the newspaper' s energy 
was spent on meeting profit 
quotas set down by the 
head office in Toronto. 
ReP.orters spent so much 
time writing " boilerplate" 
(stories which were com-
plimentary to advertizers) 
that they had little time left 
for actual reporting. 
Lamb finally left the 
Packet and Times in 1971, 
disgusted by a head office 
attempt to squeeze more 
profit out of the papers at 
the expense of it' s carrier 
boys . 
''The Thomson groups 
was the greatest money-
making organization in the 
country outside the Cana-
dian Mint, " he says . " The 
idea of this newspaper co-
lossus wrestling some 
grubby-faced kid for 
another half-cent of his 
meagre earnings struck me 
as enormously funny ." 
But if Thomson cares 
little about his news pro-
duct and his employees, he 
does pay close attention to 
the bottom line of the 
balance sheet. 
In 1978, Thomson reaped 
profits of $47.3 mill ion and 
by 1979 he increased his 
figure to $56.5 million. It is 
no wonder that Kenneth ' s 
father , Roy, (who got his 
son started in the news-
papers business) observed 
that owning a communi-
cation business was like 
" having a license to print 
your own money." 
The Senate Report on the 
Mass Media brought out in 
1970 concurred with the . 
elder Thomson , noting the 
newspaper ownership gen-
erates profits which are on 
the average, twice that of a 
factory or a retailing outlet . 
The Senate Report 
pointed out another trend 
amongst monopoly news-
paper chains whicb seems 
ly . They can afford to plow 
back more money to make a 
better product- but they 
aren ' t. 
Syndicated columnist 
Douglas Fischer says that 
when he was an MP for the 
constituency of Thunder 
Bay a number of years ago, 
he asked Roy Thomson, 
who owned Thunder Bay's 
newspaper, if he could 
include more columns 
about federal politics in his 
paper . Fischer argued that 
the local citizens had a high 
degree of interest in the 
subject . 
Thomson replied, 
" Frankly, what would be 
the point of it? It wouldn't 
sell one more paper in the 
market areas?" 
"Precisely." notes the 
Senate Report, "The paper 
is earning a pile already; 
why reduce profits by 
putting out a better pro-
duct?" 
The attitude of FP pub-
to publish at strike's end, 
the Star folded after in-
curring losses estimated to 
be $30 million . 
In addition, the Calgary 
Albertan, once that city' s 
number one newspaper, 
has fallen behind the 
Southam owned Calgary 
Herald in circulation and is 
losing money. " 
Exactly how Kenneth 
Thomson will attempt to put 
the struggling chain back 
· on its feet again is anyone' s 
guess . 
If history is a beacon the 
answer will likely in~olve 
the paring down of local 
reporting staff, the addition 
of cheap nationally and 
internationally syndicated 
columns and perhaps a 
greater number of adver-
tisements per pages of 
copy. 
In any case, it is clear 
Kenneth Thomson has be-
come lord of the Canadian 
newspaper business . 
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Canadian University Press 
cartoonists take a 
light-hearted look 
at the federal election. 
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Curling 
The Douglas College 
mens curling team partici-
pated in the Totem Con-
ference curling champion-
ships in Nanaimo on Feb-
ruary 8th and 9th, and 
finished second thereby 
winning the Silver Medal. 
There were seven col-
leges competing in this 
round robin championship 
which was won by Royal 
Roads Military College with 
las . The first team still 
leads the nine-team first 
division with 8 wins and 
one loss, 4 points clear of 
second placed Richmond . 
In the second division, 
Douglas romped to an easy 
42-0 win and with a record 
of 8 wins and 1 loss are still 
one point behind league 
leaders Pocomo. 
The third team lost by a 
score of 7-6 and with a 
record of 7 wins and one 
loss still lead the third 
division. 
York University from On-
tario will be playing against 
Douglas College at Queens 
Park Stadium on Tuesday, 
March 12th . Kick-off time 
is 7:00p.m. 
On May 17th, Douglas 
will be playing against 
Glenn Innes from Aus-
tralia . The game will also 
be in Queens Park Stadium 
and ki.ck-off will be at 2:30 
p.m. a record of 5 wins and 1 
loss. The results of the 
Douglas games were as 
follows : SOCIALIST DISCUSSION GROUP 
D.C. 9 Okanagan 3 
D.C. 3 Cariboo 7 
D.C. 9 C.N .C. 2 
D .C. 4 Royal Roads 6 
D.C. 7 B .C.I.T . 5 
D.C. 5 Malaspina 4 
The Douglas team was 
comprised of the following 
players : 
Ray Hutchinson (skip) 
Tom Armitage (third) 
Stan Walker (second) 
Doug McKinnely (lead) 
Lynn Leavens (coack) 
According to coach Lea-
vens the level of curling 
throughout the champion-
ships was of a high calibre. 
Basketball 
The College mens bas-
ketball team split a couple 
of games with Royal Roads 
Military College on Feb-
ruary 8th and 9th . On the 
8th Douglas won a cliff 
hanger by a score of 67-66. 
Top scorers for Douglas 
were Paul Cuffley (24), 
Brent Erickson (14), and 
Lloyd Clefstad (14) . On the 
9th, Royal Roads jumped 
into an early 10 point lead 
and went on to win com-
fortably by a score of 86-71 . 
Top scorers for Douglas in 
this game were Brent 
Erickson (23), Paul Cuffley 
(19) and Lloyd Clefstand 
(14) . 
In Kelowna, meanwhile, 
on February 1st and 2nd, 
the Douglas College wo- · 
mens team had little 
trouble in dispatiching Oka-
nagan College in two 
games by scores of 75-29 
and 65-30. 
This weekend both mens 
and womens teams see ac-
tion again, their opponents 
being Vancouver Com-
munity College and B.C. 
I.T. 
Rugby 
· The Douglas Rugby Club 
started its spring schedule 
with 2 wins and a loss 
against Richmond last Sa-
turday. 
The first team won a 
chippy encounter by a score • 
of 15-9. The final outcome 
was in doubt until the final 
minutes of the game when 
Russ Laurie converted a 20 
yard penalty goal for Doug-
·MEETING WEDNESDAY FEB. 20 
2:00PM Room: 304 
SPEAKERS FROM 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CANADA 
AND YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUf! 
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·HOT 
LUNCH 
'1.99 
Regular Soft· Drink 
Chicken Chicken 
B-B-Q-Q 
KITTY CORNER TO N·W· CAMPUS 
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XTC B.nd Hall & Oates Reviewed 
Now showing a~ 820 Granville Mall 
~- Capital6 ~ 
by Duane Rockerbie 
EMERSON, LAKE & 
PAlMER In Concert 
You know some albums I 
just really love to tear apart 
in print. 
As a form of music, I 
thought " art-rock" died 
soon after it began around 
ten years ago, but appa-
rently one group keeps re-
emerging from the grave, 
the dreaded Et.:P . It resur-
rects when we least expect 
it, leaving behind a pile of 
confusing garbage that no 
ne can decipher. 
You know they really 
fooled us with their as-
sumed swansong album 
"Love Beach" , but you 
can ' t kill the undead. 
It seems all these three 
guys are trying to prove is 
that they play the most 
boring and pointless solos 
around with bits of har-
mony squeezed in between. 
Pointless synthesizer nood-
ling , shameless audience 
pandering, lyrics beyond 
the limits of banality, the 
rape of " Pictures at an 
Exhibition", it' s all there 
and only for $7.98. 
With mallot in hand I 
drove the wooden stake 
through the vinyl and lept 
back as the record 
screamed in a demonic tone 
and then quietly turned to 
dust. But later, as I turned 
on the radio with trembling 
fingers, there were the 
cold, shallow sounds . . . 
the sounds of ELP, the 
band that wouldn't die . 
HAll & OATES X-Static 
Daryl Hall and John 
Oates have been criticizing 
society and its' little quarks 
for a long time now, while 
developing more and more 
of a heavy metal approach 
on every album . This me-
thod seems to have peaked 
on their 1978 LP "Along 
the Red Ledge", a fine 
album but a striking con-
trast from previous albums 
like "Beauty on the Back-
streets" . 
Their new a1bum "X-
Static" has them getting 
back down to what they do 
best: sing and play in a 
style more firmly rooted in 
rhythm and blues, empha-
sizing melodic lines and 
rhythms fused with the 
instrumental colorings of 
rock. 
They seem to have struck 
a fine and inviting balance. 
Many of the songs are 
reminiscent of their biggest 
previous hits, especially 
"Wait for Me", a first 
cousin of "She's Gone", 
and that is meant as a com-
pliment. 
There is even a polite 
gesture towards disco with 
the appropriately titled 
"Portable Radio" but it is 
tastefully done . The last 
three tracks on the album 
provide those who prefer 
Hall & Oates for their 
heavy metal style complete 
satisfaction . 
All in all a fine effort 
from two consistently good 
musicians. 
XTC Drums and Wires 
Where does England 
keep coming up with these 
sensational avant-garde 
bands? 
XTC, a group which e-
merged in the middle of 
1977, strongly reminds me 
of another group formed 
the same year, Talking 
Heads . The parallelisms 
are easy to point out: Andy 
Partridge's paranoid sing-
ing ranks with David 
Byrne, intriguing shuffling 
rhythms, and a great diver-
sity of styles . However, 
XTC, unlike Talking Heads, 
show a great sense of 
humour with tunes like 
"Scissor Man" and "Roads 
Girdle the Globe" . 
The best racks on the 
album are "Life Begins at 
the Hop" , the story of 
growing up around an ado-
lescent dance hall, "Mil-
lions", which criticizes 
bands who sell-out to wes-
tern commercialism, and 
the hit "Making Plans for 
Nigel", which is too bizarre 
to try interpreting . 
This effort from XTC is 
what I feel is one of the first 
of the second or even third 
wave of music fr-om Eng-
land, that is, albums which 
are more carefully thought 
out, more sophisticated by 
mixing pop, reggae, and 
other styles into a balanced 
blend, and technically 
much better produced and 
more polished, a welcome 
change from overly simplis-
tic music seen in North 
American i.e. (guess who) 
the Knack, Cheap Trick, 
etc . 
Sometimes I sit back and 
ponder what is going on in 
the minds of the record-
buying public out there . 
Just glancing at the weekly 
Top-20 sales, I noticed 
many records which in no 
way deserve to even be in a 
Top-50, namely albums like 
the Eagles' "The Long 
Run" and Pink Floyd's 
"The Wall". 
The only answer is that 
the average rock fan buys 
records on faith and not by 
quality, exclaiming "Yeah, 
man, Led Zeppelin's got 
good guitars." I'm not 
knocking anybody but it 
sure is a shame. For those 
of you who don't buy 
records: Never mind. 
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Student placement ph. 521-4851 
Students interested in 
finding a work study posi-
tion through the Student 
Placement Board should 
please check with Financial 
Aid to see if they are 
eligible for the program. 
Phone 588-4411 Lac. 277 in 
Surrey. Student Placement 
cannot give a referral with-
out authorization from Fi-
nancial Aid. 
STUDENT SOCIETY BUSI-
NESS OFFICE ASSIS-
TANTS 
One student is required to 
work as an office assistant 
for the New Westminster 
Student Society business 
office . Applicants must 
possess a minimum of .40 
wpm typing skills. Success-
ful applicants will be work-
ing on the NW campus at 
$4.50/hr. and the hours are 
quite flexible to your sche-
dule. 
The Douglas College Stu-
dent Society also requires 
an assistant to take minutes 
at Campus Council meet-
ings. Shorthand is not re-
quired and training will be 
provided. Successful appli-
cant will be working at var-
ious campus locations at 
4:30 p.m. every other Mon-
day. Wage will be at $4.50/ 
hr·. plus mileage compensa-
tion. 
Contact the Student Society 
office at 522-2311 for more 
information. 
Recreation Instructor 
The Surrey Parks & Rec-
reation department re-
quires a recreation instruc-
tor to design and imple-
ment a program for Old 
Age Pensioners. Applicants 
should have related educa-
tion or previous experience 
in this field. Preparation for 
the program will be done on 
applicant's own time. 
Location: Cloverdale 
Hours: Weds., 12 noon-4 
p.m . 
Wages: $8.00/hr. 
Childcare Workers 
The North Shore Family 
Services Association re-
quires male CCW's to work 
on a 1-1 basis with adoles-
cents (age up to 16 yrs .). 
Successful applicants will 
work under the supervision 
of a Ministry of Human 
Services social worker . Ap-
plicants must be certified or 
possess related experience . 
Location: North Vancouver 
Hours: TBA 
Wage: $5.40/hr. plus ex-
penses 
Cleaning Person 
A person is required to do 
housework in ·a 1-bedroom 
apartment for a working 
person. Duties will include: 
vacuuming, dusting, wash-
ing and waxing floors, do-
ing dishes, washing win-
dows, etc. 
Location: Nw (near Agnes 
Street Centre) 
Hours: 4-5 every Saturday 
morning 
Wages: $5.00/hr. 
Student Assistant 
A student assistant is re-
quired to assist the B.T , 
S.D. instructor at Newton 
Centre. Applicants are pre-
ferred who are second year 
students with plans for a 
career in Education. A good 
academic record in thema-
tics and English is re-
quired .Location: Newton 
Centre of Douglas College 
Wages: $3.50/hr. 
Hours: flexible to your 
schedule 
Work Study Position: NC-1 
Position: Student Assis-
tant/Pre-Technical Train-
ing Program . 
Description: A student is 
required to assist the in-
structor including answer-
ing the phone, making ap-
pointments and other re-
lated duties : 
Youths 12 through 21 can save 15% 
off the regular fare. 
Say good-bye to stand-by. 
Pacific ~sterns Youth Fare seats 
are confirmed 
Pacific ~stern flies to more than 
50 destinations across ~stern 
Cilnada. 
Get a break next break, call your 
travel agent or Pacific l4estern 
Airlines. #/ i/ 
-----------------o.:·f 
! } 
Location: ~ewton Centre/ 
Douglas College 
Hours: Max . of 15/wk. 
Wges: $4.50/hr. 
Work Study Position: R-13 
Position: Student Assistant 
Description: A student is 
required to work in the 
Library carrying out au-
thority checks. This in-
volves searching for infor-
mation on microfiche. 
Location: Richmond Cam-
pus Library 
Hours: Max. 15/wk. 
-Wages: $4.50/hr. 
THE GREAT lVEST CONNECf/ON 
Work Study Position: S-10 
Position: Campus Council 
Assistant 
Description: A student is 
required to advertise, pro-
mote and coordinate Cam-
pus Student Council acti-
vities and functions. Other 
duties: Operate Coffee Ser-
vice (where provided), is-
sue and collect games and 
equipment provided for 
students and answering 
phones and filing . 
Location: Surrey, New 
West ., and Richmond 
Hours: 15/wk. 
Wages: $4.50/hr. 
DOUGLAS 
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